
 1 

Central African Republic	
  
Vanderbilt  
 
The Central African Republic is coded as non-democratic throughout the observation period. 
GWF code two separate personalist regimes (1961-1965, 1966-1979). 
 
In 1960 David Dacko, of the Mouvement d'Évolution Sociale d'Afrique Noire (MESAN) party, 
becomes the first president. He rules as a personalist leader until 1966 when Jean-Bédel Bokassa, 
Mil, takes power after a bloodless coup (U.S. Department of State, 2010). This is a SOLS 
change. Bokassa established his own personalist regime and changed his affiliation to MESAN. 
According to Worldstatesmen.org, this was the only legal party from 1962-1980. Bokassa’s 
SOLS is identified as MESEAN/MIL. This is not a SOLS change. In 1976 Bokassa altered the 
constitution to make the country a monarchy and changed his title from President to Emperor. 
GWF code the country as a personalist regime from 1966 to 1979. 
  
In 1979 Dacko led a coup against Bokassa and reestablished himself as personalist dictator again 
until 1981. This is a SOLS change. In 1980 Dacko changed his affiliation from MESAN to UDC, 
or Union Démocratique Centrafricain. This is not a SOLS change. In 1981 General André-
Dieudonné Kolingba overthrows Dacko in a bloodless coup and establishes a military-personalist 
hybrid regime that lasts until 1993. Thus, there is a SOLS change in 1981. It is not a minor SOLS 
change since Kolingba was not a pre-designated successor of Dacko and thus Kolingba’s 
personalist regime is unrelated to Dacko’s. While Kolingba had a Military Committee for 
National Recovery in place for the first four years, he abolished it in 1985 and put in place a 
predominantly civilian regime. In 1985 Kolingba’s SOLS changes from Mil to Rassemblement 
Démocratique Centrafricain (RDC) but this is not a SOLS change because Geddes codes the 
country as a military-Personalist hybrid since 1981 to October 1993.  There is only one leader 
from September 1, 1981 to 1993- Kolingba. Coming under political pressure to democratize, 
Kolingba worked to transition the country to multiparty elections.  
 
Elections were scheduled for 1992 and then rescheduled for 1993 (U.S. Department of State 
2010). Ange Felix Patasse of the Mouvement pour la Libération du Peuple Centrafricain (MLPC) 
won the elections. Despite elections the country is considered a non-democracy, although 
Cheibub et. al. have coded Patasse’s rule as a mixed presidential/parliamentary system. We code 
1993 as a SOLS change because it denotes the end of Kolingba’s military-personalist regime. 
Between 1993 and 2002 the country is an autocracy, but is missing regime type information. 
Patasse was reelected in 1999 and ruled until 2003 when there was a coup and François Bozizé 
Yangouvonda (Mil) who established another personalist regime, took power. This is a SOLS 
change. Yangouvonda changed his affiliation from Mil to Non-Party in that same year. This is 
not a SOLS change. Yangouvonda regime continues through 2008 with no further leader 
changes.  
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