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Taiwan - Republic of China 
Vanderbilt  
 

After Chiang Kai-shek fled mainland China and established the provisional government of the 
Republic of China in Taiwan, the Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT - also known as 
Guomingdang or GMD) ruled continuously as a single party before Taiwan became 
democratic in 1992. (U.S. Department of State 2010; Nathan 1993; Riggger 2008). Note that 
Geddes codes Taiwan as single-party autocracy until 1999. This is because, even after 
Taiwan’s democratisation in 1992, it would not be until the elections of 2000 that a candidate 
of the opposition, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) would win the presidency. In 
contrast to Geddes (and Cheibub et al.) we code Taiwan as a semi-presidential democracy 
from 1992 through 1995. This decision is based off of several sources as well as careful 
consideration of the Cheibub et al. coding rules and their coding decisions in subsequent years 
(Matsumoto 2013; Wu 2007). Therefore no SOLS changes where coded until DPP’s Chen 
Shui-bian entered as president in March 2000. (Wu 2001; Riggger 2008) 

Following two terms of Chen’s DPP, the KMT regained presidency in March 2008 when Ma 
Ying-jeou won the presidential elections. (Riggger 2008) This leadership change was 
therefore coded as a SOLS change.  
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