
   

Tunisia  
Vanderbilt   

 Tunisia is coded as a single-party authoritarian regime for the entire observation period. 
Muhammad VIII al-Amin ruled as king at independence in 1956 as part of the Husayni dynasty 
(Morby 2002). There is no SOLS change at independence.  
 On July 25, 1957, the country became a republic and Habib Bourguiba became the 
country’s first president. His party, the Parti Néo- Destourien (PND), was the only legal party 
from 1957 to 1964. According to Geddes the country is a single-party system from then until the 
end of the observation period. Thus, the change from al-Amin to Bourguiba is a SOLS change.  
 In 1964, the party’s name was changed to Parti Socialiste Destourien (PSD). This is not a 
SOLS change. Bourguiba became “president for life” in 1975 (The New York Times 2000), but 
did not finish his life term: in 1987 at age 84, he “in effect named a new successor” by 
dismissing his prime minister and replacing him with Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali (The New York 
times 1987). According to Tunisia's Constitution, the prime minister was to replace the president 
in the event of death.  
 Later in the year, Bourguiba was deposed in a bloodless coup by Ben Ali, who declared 
that the president was not mentally or physically fit to run the country. This is not a SOLS 
change because he was seemingly the unofficial pre-designated successor of Bourguiba, and 
because they belonged to the same single- party regime.  
 In 1988, Ben Ali’s SOLS changes from PSD to RCD (Rassemblement Constitutionnel 
Democratique) (Anderson 1991, 251). This is not a SOLS change because became RCD and they 
are thus the same party. ben Ali ruled through 2008 with no further SOLS changes.  
 After ruling for 23 years, Ben Ali stepped down in 2011 following protests over 
economic issues (BBC News 2011a). Initially, Mohamed Ghannouchi, the prime minister, took 
over as acting President (Lowe & Amara 2011). However, Ghannouchi shortly turned control of 
government over to the speaker of the parliament, Fouad Mebazaa, in line with the succession 
rules in the constitution (Fallon 2011). Mebazaa served as interim president until December 2011 
when the Constituent Assembly elected Moncef Marzouki to head the interim government before 
democratic elections. He is not coded as an interim because he stayed in office longer than 18 
months (BBC News 2011b). Elections were held in 2014, and Mohamed al-Baji Qaid as-Sabsi 
was elected president (Al Jazeera 2014). 

Sources 
  
“Background Note: Tunisia.” 2010. U.S Department of State, March 19, 2009. Available from 
<http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5439.htm>. Accessed July 19, 2010.  

Al Jazeera. 2014. “Essebsi Wins Tunisia Presidential Vote.” Tunisia News. https://
www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2014/12/essebsi-declared-tunisia-presidential-
winner-2014122212464610622.html (December 18, 2019). 

  1



   

Anderson, L. (1991) "Political Pacts, Liberalism, and Democracy: The Tunisian National Pact of 
1988," Government and Opposition, 26, 244-260.  

BBC News. 2011a. “Tunisia: President Zine Al-Abidine Ben Ali Forced Out.” BBC News. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-12195025 (December 18, 2019). 

BBC News. 2011b. “Tunisian Activist, Moncef Marzouki, Named President.” BBC News. 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-16149119 (December 18, 2019). 

Fallon, Amy. 2011. “Tunisian Speaker Sworn in as Interim President.” The Guardian. https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2011/jan/15/tunisian-speaker-sworn-interim-president (December 
18, 2019). 

Greenhouse, Steven. 1987. “Tunisia’s Leader Replaces Premier.” The New York Times, October 
3, 1987. Available from <http://www.nytimes.com/1987/10/03/world/tunisia-s-leader- replaces-
premier.html>. Accessed July 19, 2010.  

Lowe, Christian, and Tarek Amara. 2011. “Factbox - Tunisia's Interim President Mohamed 
Ghannouchi.” Reuters. https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-tunisia-protests-ghannouchi-
idUKTRE70D53120110114 (December 18, 2019). 

Morby, John E. 2002. “Tunisia, Beylik of” in Dynasties of the World. Oxford University Press, 
Oxford Reference Online. Accessed from Vanderbilt University. <http://
www.oxfordreference.com.proxy.library.vanderbilt.edu/views/ENTRY.html?subv 
iew=Main&entry=t130.e228> July 20, 2010.  

Pace, Eric. 2000. “Habib Bourguiba, Independence Champion and President of Tunisia, Dies at 
96.” The New York Times, April 7, 2000. Available from <http://www.nytimes.com/2000/04/07/
world/habib-bourguiba-independence-champion- and-president-of-tunisia-dies-at-96.html?
pagewanted=all>. Accessed July 19, 2010.  

Coded by Anna Carella August 9, 2010  
Checked by Michaela Mattes 07/27/2010 
No Revisions by Eelco van der Maat 26/10/2011  
Revised by Bryan Rooney 12/9/2012 
Edited by Andrew Wood (Rice) 05/24/2014  
Edited by Kristin Bryant to include information about 2009-2018 period coded by Alex Pugh on 
08/08/2020

  2


