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Libya is considered a monarchy from independence in 1951 until 1969, when it becomes
a personalist regime lasting through 2008. Idris I ruled as king at independence as part of the
Senussi dynasty (Morby 2002). There is no SOLS change at independence. The only leadership
change in Libya occurs in 1969, when Muammar al-Qaddafi staged a military coup against the
king. This is a SOLS change. Qaddafi abolished the monarchy and proclaimed the Libyan Arab
Republic. The Qaddafi regime has been repeatedly described as a military regime (Ben-Dor,
1975, 320; De Maio, 2006, 16). Yet, according to Geddes, Gaddafi established a personalist
regime. Gaddafi ruled as de facto head of state. According to the U.S. Department of State,
Qaddafi technically held no official government position, although he was referred to as “Brother
Leader and Guide of the Revolution.”

In February 2011, anti-government protests began in Libya. Col Muammar al-Qaddafi,
refused to resign as leader of the country (Gardner 2011). By August 2011, Qaddafi was forced
to flee his stronghold in Tripoli (Graff & Laessing 2011). As a result, the rebel interim
administration, named the National Transitional Council (NTC), was recognized as the effective
government with Mustafa Muhammad Abdul Jalil as its leader (Gritten 2011; Harding 2011). In
August 2012, the NTC transferred power over to the newly elected assembly and Abdul Jalil
handed power over to Muhammad "Ali Salim, the oldest member of the assembly (BBC News
2012). The next day, the national assembly voted to elect an interim president to oversee creation
of new constitution and Muhammad al-Magqariyyaf was elected president (Associated Press
2012; Jawad 2012). Libya is a nondemocracy throughout this period. From 2011 to 2013, we
code Libya as an other regime as there is no consolidated autocratic regime but rather a
struggling country attempting to move towards democratization. The transition from Qaddafi to
Abdul Jalil is coded as a SOLS change because Abdul Jalil and the NTC were focused on
beginning a new regime and transitioning the country to democracy. They were not
predesignated successors of Qaddafi. The transition from Abdul Jalil to *Ali Salim is not coded
as a SOLS change because "Ali Salim only held power for one day as an interim until elections
were held. The transition from "Ali Salim to al-Maqariyyaf is not coded as a SOLS change
because al-Maqariyyaf served as interim president for the purpose of creating a new constitution.

In May 2013, the General National Congress passed a law banning anyone from public
office who worked in the government of Qaddafi. Interim president al-Magqariyyaf had served as
an ambassador from 1978-1980 and resigned in compliance with the law (BBC News 2013).
Juma'a Ahmad "Atayqah (Giuma Attaiga), the Vice President of the General National Council
took over as interim leader for about a month until Nuri *Ali Abu Sahmin (Nouri Abusahmain)
was elected as interim leader (Agence France-Presse 2013). The transition from al-Magariyyaf to
Ahmad "Atayqah is not coded as a SOLS change as Ahmad "Atayqah served as interim leader
until a new interim president could be elected. The transition from Ahmad “Ataygah to Abu
Sahmin is not coded as a SOLS change because Abu Sahmin is an interim leader in power to
oversee the creation of a constitution and elections.

In 2014, elections were held for the House of Representatives, a replacement for the
General National Congress, and Aqila Salih Isa Qwaydar al-"Abaydi was named president of the



House of Representatives (Al Jazeera 2014; Xinhua 2014). However, the Supreme Court
declared the new, internationally recognized House of Representatives as unconstitutional and
reinstated the General National Congress (Laessing et al. 2014). This results in two rival
governments, one based in Tripoli and the other based in Tobruk (BBC News 2019). The
resulting civil war and rival governments lead us to consider Libya as a warlord regime. SOLS
changes are not coded during periods of warlordism. Accordingly, the transition from Abu
Sahmin to Aqila Salih Isa as effective leader is not coded as a SOLS change.

Archigos does not extend past 2015, so we do not know who is considered the effective
leader beyond 2015. However, we code Fayiz Mustafa al-Sarraj, leader of the Presidency
Council as the effective leader beginning in March 30, 2016. The Presidency Council was
created through the UN-brokered Libyan Political Agreement, making the Presidency Council
the newly internationally recognized government (Toaldo 2017). The transition from Agqila Salih
Isa to al-Sarraj is not coded as a SOLS change because the period is still considered warlordism.
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