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Libya is coded as a non-democracy for the entire observation period. It is considered a monarchy 
from independence in 1951 until 1969, when it becomes a personalist regime lasting through 
2008. Idris I ruled as king at independence as part of the Senussi dynasty (Morby 2002). There is 
no SOLS change at independence. The only leadership change in Libya occurs in 1969, when 
Muammar al-Qaddafi staged a military coup against the king. This is a SOLS change. Qaddafi 
abolished the monarchy and proclaimed the Libyan Arab Republic. The Qaddafi regime has been 
repeatedly described as a military regime (Ben-Dor, 1975, 320; De Maio, 2006, 16). Yet, 
according to Geddes, Gaddafi established a personalist regime.  Gaddafi ruled as de facto head of 
state, and continued to rule through 2008. According to the U.S. Department of State, Qaddafi 
technically holds no official government position, although he is referred to as “Brother Leader 
and Guide of the Revolution.” 
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