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Vanderbilt  
 
Swaziland is coded as a non-democracy for the entire observation period. Geddes codes 
Swaziland as a monarchy from independence in 1968 until 2008. The Nkosi-Dlamini clan is the 
dynasty from which Swaziland’s monarchs are descended (Mzizi 2000, 912). Sobhuza II ruled as 
king from independence until 1982 when he died and was succeeded by Dzeliwe (Regent). In 
1983 disagreements within the royal family led to the replaced of Dzeliwe by Ndlovukati Ntombi 
(Regent). This is not a SOLS change since the same dynasty maintain power. In 1986 she was 
succeeded by her only child, Mswati III. This is not a SOLS change. Mswati III ruled through 
2008, thus there are no SOLS changes in Swaziland for the entire period under review. 
According to Morby (2002, online version) there is only “Nkosi-Dlamini Dynasty” since 1815 to 
present. All kings during this period are sons or brothers of previous kings. 
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